Rome & The Middle Ages

Study Guide
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________ Block: _________
1. The founders of the city-state of Rome:

a.  ______________________ & 

b. _______________________

2. Rome underwent three phases of government:

a. _______________________

b. _______________________

c. _______________________

3. The executive branch of the Roman Republic was headed by two __________________.

4. The legislative branch of the Roman Republic was headed by the __________________.

5. The hereditary aristocrats and wealthy classes were known as ____________________.

6. The class of common people in the Roman Republic was the ______________________.

7. Over time the number of tribunes the plebeians elected grew from _______ to _______.

8. Imperial expansion brought wealth to Rome but it was _________________ distributed.
9. ____________________, which were large plantations run by wealthy Roman patricians spread throughout conquered lands.

10. _____________________ changed Rome’s republican style government into a centralized imperial government and declared himself dictation for ________________.

11. Julius Caesar alienated the elite and was ___________________________ in 44 B.C.

12. Julius Caesar’s nephew and protégé succeeded him as the first emperor of Rome.  ___________________________ ruled as a “monarchy disguised as a republic.”

13. Under Augustus Caesar, Rome expanded greatly and established a standing __________ throughout its empire.

14. Soon trade flourished and the Roman Empire surrounded the __________________ Sea.

15. In 476 A.D. various _________________ groups such as the Visigoths and Huns defeated the Western Roman Empire.

16. Rome was forced to use barbarian mercenaries in its army and promised groups like the Burgundians _______________ in exchange for service.

17. List six reasons why the Western Roman Empire Fell:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

f. __________________________________________________________________

18. The mixed Roman army (Romans, mercenaries, and barbarians), was unreliable and divided and each group fought for their own _______________ and not that of Rome’s.

19. Instead of becoming emperor himself, Orestes had his young son __________________ ___________________ named as emperor.

20.  Although the Western Roman Empire fell to barbarians, the Eastern Roman Empire, with its capital in __________________________ continued to flourish.

21. The Eastern Roman Empire nearly fell when angry rioters revolted at the Nika Rebellion.  Emperor Justinian nearly went into exile until __________________________________ convinced him not to abandon his empire, saying “purple is a good color for a funeral.”

22. The time period between the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476 to the fall of the Eastern Roman Empire in 1453 became known as the ________________ ___________.

23. During medieval times, a political and economic system in which lords and vassals provided each other with certain obligations called ____________________ developed.
24. ______________________, were people with an inherited title of nobility, who used a system of land control called ____________________________ to manage their estates.

25. Lords used agricultural workers who were tied to the land and owed them certain obligations.  These peasants were known as ___________________.

26. List 3 things serfs provided to lords:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

27. List 2 things lords provided to serfs:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

28. The large estates of the Middle Ages consisting of fields, meadows, forests, tools, animals, and serfs were known as _____________________________.

29. During the Middle Ages the Roman Catholic Church wielded immense power.  Those who were ordained for religious service were known as _________________________.
30. Monks often lived in religious establishments known as __________________________, which were also sometimes called abbeys.  This is where the majority of books during the Middle Ages could have been found.

31. Monks were also known to copy books and create illuminated ____________________.

32. List 4 functions of the medieval church:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

33. Lords frequently employed ____________________________, who were men-at-arms bound to perform certain duties, among others, to his sovereign or feudal lords, and who mounted horses during times of war.

34. Knights lived by the code of __________________, which listed the qualifications or character of knights like valor, dexterity in arms, courtesy, etc.

35. List 5 common rules knights lived by according to the Song of Roland:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

36. List 3 specific pieces of armor that knights commonly wore:
a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

37. List 3 specific weapons that a knight commonly used:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

38. In addition to taking part in tournaments, young knights often traveled the land looking for military experience.  The pope declared a _____________________, which was a military expedition made by Christians to recover the _______________ Land from the __________________ in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries.

39. List three causes for the Crusades:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

40. List three reasons the Crusades came to an end:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

41. List three ways that the Crusades changed life in Europe after the Crusaders returned:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

42. Partly as a result of the Crusades and partly due to trade between the east and the west, Europe experienced an outbreak of the _____________________, which was a disease, commonly spread by fleas on black rats.

43. List 3 results of the Black Death on European Society during the Middle Ages:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

44. The Middle Ages were a time of regression in society.  The advances of the Roman Empire came to a halt.  People again turned to agriculture and moved out of the towns and villages.  It was a time of disease, superstition, and religious devotion.  The _________________ was probably the single most important institution uniting Europe.
45. In 481, __________________ converted to Christianity and united the Frankish people.

46. The Merovingian Dynasty came to an end in the 8th century and the ___________________________ Dynasty, led by Charles Martel, and later his son Pepin the Short, took control of the Franks.

47. Europe also experienced invasions by ________________________, who came from northern Africa and invaded Spain and France.  ___________________________ stopped their advance outside of Tours, France by sending his troops into the enemy camp to recover the riches that they had stolen as they pillaged European monasteries.

48. On Christmas Day in the year 800, the Pope named ___________________________ as Emperor of Rome.  Although he had been an important leader for nearly 30 years before this proclamation, in his final years he faced invasions from _______________________, who saw the church as an easy target.

49. The loose confederation of European kingdoms became known as the ______________ ____________________ Empire.

50. After the Carolingians, Europe had no effective means of defending against barbarian attack and Europe depended on feudalism as a means of protection in exchange for services.  A person who owed a lord fealty and feudal obligations in exchange for protection and maintenance from the lord became known as a ____________________.
51. The parcel of land that a lord granted to a vassal to fulfill the obligation of maintenance was known as a __________________.

52. ______________ were also developed as fortresses for protection, usually with multiple buildings and thick walls, which often dominated the surrounding medieval countryside.

53. The main tower of a castle that was usually the center of the castle’s defense was known as the ____________________.

54. List 5 defensive features of a medieval castle:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

55. List 5 functions or important official actions that took place at a medieval castle:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

56. List 5 weapons or tools commonly used to attack a medieval castle:
a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

57. The first castles were built upon large mounds known as ______________________ and the enclosed area below the castle was known as the ___________________________.

58. Castles that had two sets of protective walls were known as _______________________ castles.

59. Archers shot arrows from a castle in a number of different locations that provided themselves with cover and protection.  List 3 places from which archers frequently shot arrows, thereby defending the castle:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

60. In 1215 King John signed the ______________ ______________, which limited the power of the King of England and provided its citizens with certain legal rights.

61. List the 6 wives of Henry VIII and what happened to each (i.e. died, divorced, beheaded):

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

f. __________________________________________________________________

62. List 3 reasons why the Middle Ages might accurately be called the Age of Faith:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

63. List 3 reasons why the Middle Ages might accurately be called the Dark Ages:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

64. List 3 reasons why the Middle Ages might accurately be called the Age of Feudalism:

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

65. Label the Feudal System Pyramid:
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